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August 2011 

 

Dear friend, 

I’m writing to you on behalf of an organization that brings together thousands of people in our community 

to make real and lasting change—United Way of Guelph & Wellington.  

For over 70 years, United Way has been working in our community, helping people from all walks of life. 

Every day, donations to United Way help: 

 individuals and families as they move from poverty to prosperity; 

 local youth to grow and flourish; and 

 those with health concerns to live supported and independent lives. 

One of those people is Liz, whose story you’ll find on the back of this letter. With support from the 

amazing staff and volunteers at Action Read Community Literacy Centre, Liz has learned skills to get back 

into the workforce. In her own words, she’s “back at work.  I love it!” 

United Way donations made a lifetime of difference to Liz.   

Like many of the programs donations to United Way support, Action Read doesn’t offer a band-aid 

solution to the problem at hand. While not ignoring immediate needs in our community, United Way uses 

donations to fund programs that make substantial, long-term changes.   

We need your support to continue this work in the community.   

I ask you to consider giving to United Way. Your donation will improve lives and build community right 

here in Guelph and Wellington County, every day. 

With best wishes, 

 

Stephen O’Connell 

President, Wellington County District 31, Retired Teachers of Ontario 

 

P.S. There’s been a lot of talk in the media about how charities use donations. Be assured that  

United Way is accountable to you, using every dollar wisely. See their annual report at 

unitedwayguelph.com/about_us/annual_reports for more information. 
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